U.S.A.
WESTERN NATIONAL PARKS

INTRODUCTION

My name is M. J., I am 74 years old, I have got the chance to guide you for 2 of my travellings(1998,2002) in the west part of the U. S.

Each begun in Las Vegas, where we- my 3 friends and me- rented a car. At first a Mitsubishi, then a Toyota Corolla.

GO WEST

Arriving at the border of the state, we  found a visitor center which looked to the parks. There were voluntary seniors (pensioners). They gave us maps, prospectuses, itiners, any informations what you needed in accomodations.
Each park had an entrance where you had to pay entrance fee: 10-20 USD pro car, 5 years ago 50 USD pro car. But a season ticket could have been  bought as well which was valid for all the park places for a year (except of the Monument Valley, an indian reservation).
Before going into the park, you had to park the car. For further travelling dispossed buses (running by electrical or biogas engines) stopped at any visting points. At any points we could get off.

PART 1

Leaving behind  Las Vegas, we crossed Nevada and California the DEATH VALLEY the deepest (83m under the see level) and the dryies desert in the States. Where 200 years ago lots of people and their animals died when colonisationed the west coast because of the absent water.
KING`S CANYON is 3000m high There grows the giant sequoia trees.

YOSEMITE Park, which is in the valley of the Merded river can be seen the giant rocks-Cathedral, Half Dom, Sentinel, El Captain and a marvelous waterfall The Bride`s Vail.

The foundation of the national park was in 1890.

ZION Canyon in the valley of Virgin River, was added to the national park  in 1909. It has wonderful multicolored vertical cleefs and deep canyons. The most spectacular rocks are the Court of the Patriarchs, the Kolub, the West Temple and the Towers with 1-2000m high walls.

We continoud our way to the SLICKEROCK COUNTRY, with one of the most beautiful place named Checkerboard Mesa.

The Red Canyon is the introduction of the BRYCE Canyon.. One of the jewels of the National Parks is this Canyon, wich was proclaimed by Nat. P. pres. Harding in 1923.
Hallucinant geological sandstons were  formed by the wind and the ice contribution what can be found in 3,5,8 hours walking.

LAKE POWEL is  360km long, formed the River Colorado with one dam which is the second greatest in the States. This is one of the most frequented recreation area. At Marina Point can be rented boats or rooms in the hotel (3-4 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen, bathrooms).
Rainbow Bridge is a sacred place for many Native Americans.
Part 2

Yellowstone the 9000km big National park is the greatest and oldest park in the States. We made a 170 km long  roundtrip where we could see various gheizers (the most famous is the Old Faithful between more thousends. There are some waterfalls (Lower Fall 100m) various kinds of animals, buffalos,grizzlys and black bears. Its wild life is marvellous in the spectatular landscape.

In a museum we culd see DINOSAURUS fossils added by Earl Douglass.
In the first year of the twenty century the dinosausus quarry lied in the rocks and Douglass cut them out without hurting any of them.

ARCHES are made from water and ice on an extremly temperature. The undergruond salt movement is responsible for the sculptured rock scenery of Arches National Park.

Here you can see the greatest density of arches in the world more than 1000 arches.
Mesa VERDE N.P. is a native american (Navajo) reservation property.

 The entrance fee was 5 USD pro person, but you can visit it by own car, too.
Grand CANYON is the most famous natural monument of the USA. Over several million years the Colorado river has carve an immense chasm throuhg this arid land… In 1925 the G. C. was declared  to theWorld Heritage Site.

The park has 2 entrances, W and S. The S rim has a car acces until the information Center, further busses carry the visitors.

When we visit the valley, we had the opportunity for a 2 days trip with accomodation in half way back and another possibility with mules (one day).

Here we could raft.

